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 A Milestone  
for LA POLO 
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300 Editions Strong:

s we proudly unveil the 300th edition of the LA POLO 
newsletter, this moment signifies more than a mile-
stone — it reflects our enduring commitment to 
the sport, its culture, heritage, and the lifestyle that 
surrounds polo.

What began as a niche initiative has grown into 
a global voice for polo, heritage, and luxury. Each 
edition has captured the spirit of storytelling — 
tales of legacy, rising champions, breathtaking 
tournaments, and the timeless elegance that 
defines the game.

The journey has had its share of challenges, but our vision 
has remained steadfast: to make LA POLO the world’s lead-
ing polo platform — one that honours tradition while em-
bracing the evolving spirit of the sport.

As we move forward, our commitment deepens. We are ex-
panding our horizons, strengthening international collabo-
rations, and pushing boundaries to create a global network 
within the polo community. LA POLO is not just a brand 
anymore — it’s a movement connecting polo lovers across 
continents.

To our readers, contributors, and the global polo community 
— thank you for being part of this remarkable journey. 

Here’s to the next 300!

Editor’s note



IndexLAPOLO ISSUE 300

Indian Polo Challenge Shield 
(18 Goal Tournament)

Chennai Polo Makes a 
Dazzling Comeback

Top 10 Vinyl Records That All 
Music Lovers Have to Own

10 Unique Cafes across the 
Globe That You Must See

Aesthetic Hobbies:  
10 Mindful and Beautiful 
Things To Relax

With plenty of excellence on display, the Guards Polo Club boastfully inaugurated 
the Indian Polo Challenge Shield, an 18-goal tournament celebrating the club’s 
blissful relationship with India.

Chennai polo is set to be revived after 27 
years with the inauguration of a new polo 
ground constructed by the Indian Army to 
promote the sport. 

Find out about the top 10 vinyl records 
you should add to your collection, includ-
ing Pink Floyd and Michael Jackson—an 
indispensable book to every audiophile 
and vinyl lover.

Read about 10 of the weirdest and most 
unusual cafes out there, including Tokyo 
(vampire cafe) and Seoul (2D Cartoon cafe). 

These relaxing and visually stimulating 
activities bring a sense of pleasure and 
creativity. 
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THE JAIPUR 
TROPHY 
The Guards Polo Club marked a 
significant milestone by hosting 
the first-ever Indian Polo Day, 
celebrated with great enthusiasm, 
on 19 July. 

UK Polo Season 2025

T he Club opened its doors 
to both members and 
non-members, inviting all 

to indulge in a specially curated 
Indian-inspired menu. The day’s 
highlight was a double-header of 
exhilarating polo action, including 
the much-anticipated relaunch of 
the prestigious Jaipur Trophy.

Indian Polo Day was celebrated 
with euphoric energy, as spec-
tators witnessed two thrilling 
matches. The first was the final 
of the Indian Polo Challenge 
Shield, an 18-goal tournament, 
where Ainsley Saddlery edged 
out White Crane Black with an 
11–9 victory. The second match 
featured a spirited face-off be-
tween Team Jaipur and Guards 
Polo Club.

GUARDS POLO CLUB

Will Emerson +5

Kuldeep Singh Rathore +3

Dino Dhankhar 0

Vishwarupe Bajaj +1

TEAM JAIPUR

HH Sawai Padmanabh Singh +3

Jaisal Singh +1

Abhimanyu Pathak +3

Daniel Otamendi+3
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FINAL GAME  
Team Jaipur vs  
Guards Polo Club 
Date: 19 July 
After a wait of more than a 
decade, the iconic Jaipur Trophy 
made its long-awaited return 
following the finals of the Indian 
Polo Challenge Shield. Last 
played in 1968, the trophy was 
revived with a thrilling match 
that lived up to its legacy. Team 
Jaipur came out strong, domi-

Winners:  Team Jaipur ( 8-7 )

UK Polo Season 2025

nating early with a flurry of goals 
that left their opponents reeling. 
Guards Polo Club mounted a late 
comeback, narrowing the gap in 
a tense finish—but time wasn’t on 
their side. As the final bell rang, 
Team Jaipur emerged victorious, 
lifting the revived Jaipur Trophy at 
Guards Polo Club in 2025.
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INDIAN POLO  
CHALLENGE SHIELD 

W ith 14 teams 
in contention, 
the event 

welcomed all squads at 
this level to participate. 
Across 30 thrilling 
matches, the tourna-
ment left spectators 
both ecstatic and 
stunned, as the intensity 
rose with each game. 
Here’s a look at a few 
standout clashes that 
transformed the atmos-
phere—from deafening 
roars to pin-drop silence.

With plenty of excellence on display, 
the Guards Polo Club boastfully inaugu-
rated the Indian Polo Challenge Shield, 
an 18-goal tournament celebrating the 
club’s blissful relationship with India. 

UK Polo Season 2025

SEMI-FINAL 1  
White Crane Black vs Limitless  
Date: 17 July 
The electrifying first semi-final between White Crane Black and 
Limitless was a clash that had fans on their feet. As the game neared 
its climax, tension gripped the arena. White Crane Black held their 
nerve, weathered the pressure, and found a breakthrough with a 
decisive extra-time goal to seal the win.
Winners:   
White Crane Black ( 8-7 )

(18 Goal Tournament)

SEMI-FINAL 2 
AINSLEY SADDLERY VS 
SEGAVAS POLO TEAM 
Date: 17 July 
The second semi-final featured 
Ainsley Saddlery against Segavas 
Polo Team. The game surpassed 
the previous one in terms of goals 
scored. Ainsley Saddlery, in this 
one, had the better of Segavas 
Polo Team and had an extra point 
in the bank to walk away victori-
ous in the high-pressure game.  
Winners:   
Ainsley Saddlery ( 9-8 )
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SUB-SEMI-FINAL 1 
FOUR QUARTERS BLACK 
VS JINDAL PANTHER    

Date: 17 July 
A sub semi-final saw the Indian 
team Jindal Panther take on the for-
midable Four Quarters Black. Jindal 
Panther stayed sharp throughout, 
but Four Quarters Black had all the 
right countermeasures. In a fiercely 
contested match, it was Four Quar-
ters Black who emerged victorious, 
ending Jindal Panther’s spirited run. 
Winners:   
Four Quarters Black ( 7-6 )

SUB-FINAL 
FOUR QUARTERS 
BLACK VS EMLOR 
BLACK     

Date: 19 July 
The event concluded with a 
sub-final game between Four 
Quarters Black and Emlor Black, 
which was again decided by a 
margin of a single point. The 
former team were able to defend 
their goalposts a little better than 
the latter side. Four Quarters 
Black ended the 2025 version of 
the Indian Polo Challenge Shield 
with a slim win by a one-point 
margin. 
Winners:   
Four Quarters Black ( 8-7 )

FINAL 
AINSLEY SADDLERY VS 
WHITE CRANE BLACK      

Date: 19 July 
It was time for the most-awaited 
game, the final game for the 2025 In-
dian Polo Challenge Shield between 
Ainsley Saddlery and White Crane 
Black. Ainsley Saddlery were on top 
of their game and had answers for 
every goal scored against them by 
the side of White Crane Black. The 
game was eventually won by Ainsley 
Saddlery, scoring a couple of extra 
goals and securing the trophy.
Winners:   
Ainsley Saddlery ( 11-9 )
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CHENNAI POLO 
MAKES A DAZZLING

Chennai polo is set to be 
revived after 27 years with 
the inauguration of a new 
polo ground constructed 

by the Indian Army to promote the 
sport, marking the first Army polo 
ground laid in 25 years.  

Chennai is home to the Kolanka 
Cup, the biggest silver Polo tro-
phy and an important erstwhile 
polo centre of India, where global 
polo stars played for the first time, 
namely Julian Hipwood (+7) and 
Lionel MacLaire.
 

This achievement was made pos-
sible through the unwavering sup-
port of GOC Dakshin Bharat Area, 
Lt Gen Karanbir Singh Brar; Chair-
man of the Madras Race Club, 
Mr Mutthaiah Ramaswamy; and 
Southern Zone Executive Commit-
tee Member, Brig GS Pandher, SM 
— who played a pivotal role in con-
ceptualising and executing the 
project and the ground. Alongside 
him, Mr N.V. Ravi, Administrator 
of the Chennai Riding School at 
MRC, was equally instrumental. 
It was Brig Pandher and Mr Ravi 

who took charge of pre-
paring the ground for 
this initiative.

An exhibition polo 
match was played to 

inaugurate the newly laid 
polo ground on 21 July 
between the Army team 

and the Chennai team. 

The IPA has scheduled the 
Chennai Polo Season from 

January 6 to 18, 2026 — marking 
the revival of polo in the city and 
inspiring a new generation of 
players to take up the game.

Chennai Polo Season 2025

COMEBACK
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All five teams were ready to clash in 
a battle of wits and mallets to claim 
the undisputed title of the British 
Ladies Open Championship. With 
nine games on display, the event 
was never short of glamorous action. 

The matches were held at the Cowdray 
Polo Club for the British Open Polo 
Championship, featuring the Cowdray 
Gold Cup, where 18 teams participat-
ed in a series of 43 matches.

BRITISH LADIES OPEN  
CHAMPIONSHIP  
(UK) (COW)

BRITISH OPEN POLO 
CHAMPIONSHIP FOR  
THE COWDRAY GOLD  
CUP (UK (COW)

(20-22 Goals)

(19-22 Goals)

FINAL GAME:  
UAE Polo Team vs  
King Power 

Date: 19 July 
Two undefeated teams face off in 
the finals to fight for the trophy of 
the 2025 British Ladies Open Cham-
pionship: the UAE Polo Team and 
King Power. The match became in-
creasingly intense as it approached 
the end, but it was the UAE Polo 
team who were in the driving seat 
by then. Scoring nine goals in all, 
they were able to beat King Power 
by two points and lifted the British 

Ladies Open Championship.

Winners:  
UAE Polo Team ( 9-7 )

FINAL GAME:  
La Dolfina/Scone vs Kazak 

Date: 20 July 
After a long toil, La Dolfina Scone and Kazak were finally ready to have 
the one last battle for the British Open Polo Championship for the Cow-
dray Gold Cup. Both teams were on the verge of victory, nearing the 
end, but ultimately it was La Dolfina/Scone who won the British Open 
Polo Championship for the Cowdray Gold Cup this year.
Winners:  La Dolfina/Scone ( 9-8 ) 

Global Polo
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